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Under a warm Montana sky, 300 Helena High seniors overcame the obstacles of the
worst pandemic in 100 years, congregating Saturday at wind-whipped Nelson Stadium
for their commencement ceremony. Wearing silver/gray gowns and caps, after the
graduates filed onto the Saint’s gridiron while Helena High's band played an
introduction tune, the Helena senior choir group sang the National Anthem to open the
event.

Master of ceremonies and HHS Principal Steve Thennis then requested a moment of
silence for all friends and family members who passed away over the past year, including
classmate Justin Pettit.

At Helena High, our mission is to provide a strong foundation for lifelong learning, by
nurturing, challenging, and guiding all students, toward their maximum academic,
aesthetic, physical, social and emotional potential,” Thennis said.He related that despite
the pandemic, HHS was able to connect with a sister school, Tamana High, in
Kumamoto, Japan.“Your present circumstances don’t determine where you can go, they
merely determine where you can start,” stated Thennis, adding that unlike the rumor
“this 1s the lost generation, no one questions the challenges” everyone has faced over the
past year-and-a-half.

The ceremony was then capped off with rest of the senior class receiving their diplomas,
the moving of the tassels from right to left, and the simultaneous tossing of the caps

skyward.
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